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From the Christian Intelligencer. 
PLEA FOR THE DARK PLACES OF OUR 
, EARTH. 


The following letter was addressed by the 
Rev. David Abeel, from the regions of the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, io his former com- 

nions and friends in New Brunswick. The 
etter will be read with interest :— 


Banxot, Siam, Sept. 1831. 

My Dear Batturen—My connection with 
your Society, and especially the interest felt in 
its successful operation, have frequently sugges- 
ted the expedience of addressing you; but hith- 
erto [ have allowed the pressure of daily duties 
to prevent. Little did I suppose, when attend- 
ing the same place, and for the same purpose, 
that my steps should ever be directed to these 
populous parts of the heathen world. And J 
may add, little did I then know of the force of 
those descriptions of abasement, and misery, 
with which the scriptures represent “the dark 
of the earth.” Were the present the on- 

ly existence of man, it would be almost as easy 
to reconcile the servant of Christ to a habita- 
tion with the beasts which have no reason; while 
on the other hand, with an assured belief of the 
life to come, and of the perishing condition of 
the heathen, it seems unaccountable, that such 
numbers can be reconciled to any other resi- 
dence. To see, as we daily may, multitudes of 
our fellow mortals lost to all that is elevating in 
principle, rational in pursuit, and cheering in 
prospect ; devoting t only period of prepa- 
ration for eternity, to the most brutalizing in- 
du ; doubting, if they ever think of a- 
nother life, which will be the brute whose body 
they must inhabit, or whether their descendants 
will be mindful of supplying their wants, in the 
invisible state ; bowing down, if indeed they at- 
tempt an act of worship, to senseless stocks, 
and stones, and exhausting their strength in re- 
citing prayers, and afflicting the body, to gain 
the favor of “dumb idols.” To see these, and 
much more, which it would be wearisome to 
detail, in those who are endowed with reason, 


and destined to immortality, is enough to move | ed 


the sensibilities of the coldest hearts, and nerve 
the mind for any thing, by which these misera- 
ble fellow beings may be rescued from their 
present and approaching ruin. Were this the 
condition of a few of mankind, it should arouse 
the of the whole world. But look, 
how is thegember to whom this descrip- 





tion, in its general features, does not apply; 
without referring to other countries, nearly 
one half of mankind, is confined to the empires 
of the ultra Ganges world. And for all this 
number, sunk to the lowest wretchedness, there 
has scarcely been any thing attempted by Chris- 
tians. In the circle which 1 have taken, inclu- 
ding China, Java, Singapore, and Siam, there 
are but about eight missionaries. At Malacca, 
there are two more, and at Penang two, making 
twelve in all, for this overwhelming population. 
In Burmah there a few, and among the Dutch 
colonies a few, besides whom | know of no oth- 
ers on this side of India proper. Divide the 
whole mass of the heathen by the number of 
their missionaries, and it would leave but little 
less than the population of the United States, or 
Great Britain, for one man. Take the most 
eastern section of this division, commencing 
with the Malayan peninsular, and including the 
whole continent, north eastward, and you will 
find the proportion of missionaries much di- 
minished. For Siam, Camboja, Cochin-China, 
China, and some of the neighboring kingdoms, 
there are but five men, to teach more than half 
that number of hundreds of millions. My own 
opinion is, that if one of the missionaries 
should be removed, but one to a hundred mil- 
lion would be left. And why this difference be- 
tween the eastern and western world? Is the 
field closed against the servants of Christ? The 
same on a, no doubt, Ney a pro- 
ved so effectual in past ages ; but it is impossi- 
ble to find many of them on this side of the 


waters. In fact, the only conclusive evi - 
of the existence of such obstacles, is 
demonstrative to my mind, of the n and 


locality of them all. With the exception of Chi- 
na, where experiments should determine the 
question, there are no obstructions, which it is 
confidently believed, a little enterprise would 
not soon remove. Java, and parts of the vast 
neighboring islands, might be entered without 
difficulty. Singapore and Malacca, stations of 
much . ~'ative importance, are open. The cap- 
ital of Siam, and we hope to prove before 
other parts of the kingauu., »** accessible, 
very inviting. If the children of light 

half the wisdom of the men of this world, 
the probability is, that half the ministers of re- 
ligion: in the Unitefi States, could find stations 
and employment. If the fact can be proved by 
the dispensations of Providence, I would re- 
quest you, in the Saviour’s language, to “ lift up 
= eyes, and look on the fields.” Among the 

alays, who inbabit the islands of the Indian 
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Archipelago, there has been a disposition evin- 
ced toward christian books, within the last 
eighteen months, which the missionaries never 
knew before. It is quite wonderful in their 
eyes, and encourages them to believe that the 
Spirit of the Lord is working with them. Un- 
til this recent period, a Malay could scarcely be 
induced to accept a book. Mahommedanism 
exerted its fatal spe!l upon their minds, and ar- 
rayed all within them against the gospel. Of- 
ten have the missionaries returned from among 
them with their stock of books undiminished. 
A few months ago, I myself witnessed in Java, 
the distribution of two hundred Malay tracts, 
and as many Chinese, in the space of about two 
hours, and during my visit to that island, many 
thousands were disposed of without difficulty. 
Seldom, if ever, did we return from any scene 
of labor, without scattering all the seed which 
we had taken with us. At Malacca, Singapore 
and Penang, the laborers in the vineyard have 
been delightfully surprised with the same change 
and within the same time. In the former place 
where many Malays reside, they would even 
describe something of a semicircle, in passing 
the cotages; so as not to come too near the pes- 
tilential atmosphere. Now they come bolidly 
into the very building, soliciting the scriptures, 
and when they receive them, often place them 
upon their heads, or press them to the heart, to 
show their respect. 

At Siam, where brother Tomlin and myself 
have spent two months together, we have been 
much encouraged in our labors. We brought 
with us three hundred of the first christian pub- 
lication, of any size, in the language, except the 
catholic ritual be entitled to that name ; and the 
demand for it has exceeded allexpectation. As 
soon as two or three went forth to herald the 
news, the house was resorted to by men of all 
classes, and until the present, the callshave not 
diminished, although all the covered volumes 
were long since disposed of. About forty or 
fifty of the number were without backs, and we 
thought of keeping them until they were finish- 
ed; but the applicants have been so numerous, 
especially within the last week or two, that 
with the exception of two copies for our own 
use, none are left. Princes and persons in au- 
thority, priests and people, men and women, 


~ Batives and strangers, have called, and received 


the™ gread of life” at our hands. The priests 
have constituted a very large proportion of our 
visitors. They manifest much anxiety for the 
book, and no opposition to its contents. The 
fact is truly encouraging, especially when it is 
remembered that all of any respectability, even 
metnbers of the royal family, and multitndes in 
the lower walks of life, are compelled to enter 
these temples and for a time become priests. 
They are the only seminaries of learniug in the 
kingdom. Inthe city am cuvirons of Bankok, 
there are rvs" Liy no less than ten thousand 
priests, at any onetime. Should we judge from 
the statement of one of their number, a few 
days since, we would be obliged to give a 
much higher estimate. What a host on the 
Lord’s side, if they should be converted, and 
what an object of interest with Christians, that 
tho salt cast into these fountains, may purify the 
waters, and gladden the whole country with 
“*eir healthful streams. 


Plea for the Dark Places of our Earth. 
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Ihave not dwelt on China, in this glimpse of fre 
missionary scenes and encouragements, altho’ 
there are very few persons in the surrounding E 
regions, whose hearts do not feel their strong- dre 
est excitements at the condition of ber benight- vai 
ed myriads. In every station, the missionaries ed, 
devote much attention to this class of men. wh 
Their vessels are carefully supplied with chris- ly 
tian books, and our fellow laborer in this mis- Ba 
sion has ventured to carry the gospel boldly into pos 
the heart of that empire. The Lord in mercy dus 
prosper his arduous undertaking. Canton pre- ege 
sents a promising field, and J sincerely hope, sio! 
that the experiments which are making, will the 
soon prove, that the walls of the empire were hay 
not as impregnable as the bars and bolts of wh 
Christian’s hearts. side 

Thus, my brethren, having taken a glance of anc 


these wide spreading fields, is it not equally for- 
bidden us, in reference to some of these places, 
to say, * There are yet four months, and then® 
cometh the harvest?” But alas, the greater 
part of these countries have never received the 
seed yet, and how can the harvest be expected 
without it, What has been attempted, shows 
what might be done. The Spirit of the Lord 
appears to defer his operations, only for suitable 
instruments.—Not that he needs our feeble a- 
gency, but having committed this treasure to 
earthen vessels, he seldom works but in co-op- 
eration with his creatures. I would earnestly 
entreat each of you, to consider the pressing 





demand of these heathen lands for laborers, To 

and enquire daily of the Lord, whether it is not | 
vour duty to devote your lives to the object. 

With all the affection we can possibly bear to 

“our own people, and our father’s house,” it is D 
not inconsistent with duty to remember that our ther 
home is heaven, and those who are destined to of a 
dwell with us forever, are perishing for our as- topi 
sistance.—In the light of the Saviour’s pur- tion 
chase and the Father’s engagement, where can 1. 

we labor with more interest and encouragement wha 
than among the heathen? Are not souls equal- and 

ly precious in every place? Has the glorious ting 
Redeemer given any other boundaries to the of e 
field of gospel labor, than those which cireum- Is ni 
scribe all his creation? Are our present rela- to ck 
tions to be compared with those which shall And 
unite the heavenly family? Why then should acqu 
we pay such exclusive peed to the salvation moti 
of a small proportion of men? Why should hum 
we refuse to stretch our eyes over the vast un- I wo 
cultivated tracts of the Saviour’s vineyard, or ques 
why lay an undue stress upon ties, which death the | 
shall soon sunder, and the next moment may. knee 


Never was I fully able to consider the two great ¥ 


objects of laboring Christians, and heathen abov 
lands, in their relative importance, before I vis- men 

ited the latter; and although my interest in ev- sham 
ery religious undertaking, at home, is not in the hair, 

least diminished, I have never been so impres- quot 
sed with the exceeding honor conferred upon ini. 3, 
me, as since I have been called to “ preach a- quite 
mong the Gentiles the ansearchable riches of passa 
Christ.” To have the least agency in convert- 

ing such multitudes of immortal beings as are every 
now “strangers” to God, and soon to be made and e 
his “dear children,” is the highest honor con- bly ar 
ferred upon man, and shall no doubt be regar- earne 


ded as such before long. It is your privilege, 
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my brethren, to share in this honor, and to find 
from experiment, that just as far as the soul is 
= with correct apprehensions of the 
aviour and his purchased inheritance, all the 
dreadful privations and trials of the work will 
vanish from the mind. It is not:to be conceal- 
ed, that in the eyes of sense they are many, and 
where we fail to wait upon the Saviour for dai- 
jy strength and consolation, their weight is felt. 
t they drive usto the Lord, and when we 
his promised grace, become as “the 
dust of the balance.” No man has the privil- 
ege of ae a more rational life than the mis- 
sionary, secluded from the distracting bustle of 
the world, and comparatively with no means of 
happiness or alleviation of sorrows, but those 
which are spiritual. But these are not the con- 
siderations which should determine our duty, 
and were it not that the enemy of all good often 
presents them to gain his purposes, they onght 
>. scarcely to be mentioned. The questions of im- 
rtance are, to whom do we belong, what is 
A object of our office, and how and where can 
4 pur talents be empleyed to the best advantage ? 
/ That the Lord would grant his wisdom w 2; 
rect you, and make your short lives redound 
greatly to his glory, is the earnest prayer of 
“your brother in the Lord, D. ABEEL. 
embers of the Society of Inquiry 
on Missions, Theological Semina- 
ry, New Brunswick. 


TO CHRISTIAN FEMALES. 
To the Female Members of Christian Church- 
es in the United States of America. 
[Concluded from p. 788. ] 


Dear Sisters,—Uaving finished my tale, and 
therein exhibited the necessity under which I lay 


To Christian Females 
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luded to, with the inspired volume spread open 
at the passage in question, ask your hearts in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, whether the 
meaning is not just as plain, as the sun‘at noon- 
day. Shall we then bow to the authority, ofan 
inspired apostle, or shall we not? From that 
authority, shall we appeal to the prevailing 
usages and fashions of the age? Ifso, pleaseto 
recall the Missionaries you have sent to the 
heathen ; for the heathen can vindicate all their 
superstitions on the same ground. 

In the posture you have assumed, look up 
and behold the eye of your benignant Saviour 
ever gazing upon you with the tenderest love, 
—upon you, his daughters, his spouse, wishing 
above all things, that you would yield your 
hearts entirely to him, and become holy, as he 
is holy, rejoicing when he sees one and another 
accepting his pressing invitation, and entering 
the more perfect way ; for, on that account, he 
will be able to draw such precious souls into a 
nearer union with himself, and place them at 
last in the higher spheres, where they will 
ceive and reflect more copious communications 
of light, from the great Fountain of light, the. 
uncreated Sun. 

4. Anticipate the happy moment, hastening 
on all the wings of time, when your joyful spirits 
will be welcomed into the assembly of the 
spirits of the just made perfect. You appear 
before the throne of Jehovah ;-—the approving 
smile of Jesus fixes your everlasting happy 
destiny ; and you are plunging into “ the sea of 
life and love unknown ; without a bottom or a 
shore.” Stop a moment ;—look back on yon- 
der dark and miserable world that you have 





left; fix youreye on the meagre, vain, con- 
temptible articles of ornamental dress which you 
once hesitated to give up for Christ, the King 


of addressing you, I beg leave to submit a few | of glory ; and cn that glance, decide the ques- 
topics to your candid and prayerful considera- | tion instantly and forever. 


tion. 


Surely you can hold out no longer. You 


1. Let me appeal to conscience, and inquire, | cannot rise from your knees, in your present at- 


what is the real motive for wearing ornamental 
and costly apparel? Is it not the uesire of set- 


tire. Thanks be to God, I see you taking off 
your necklaces and ear-rings, tearing away 


ting off one’s person to the best advantage, and | your ribbons and ruffles and superfluities of 


of exciting the love and admiration of others? | head-dress; and I hear you exclaim, 


What 


Is not such dress calculated to gratify self-love, | shall we do next? An important question de- 
to cherish the sentiments of vanity and pride? | serving serious consideration. The ornaments 
And is it not the nature of those sentiments to | you are removing, though useless and worse 
acquire strength from indulgence? Do such | than useless, in their present state, can be so 
motives and sentiments comport with the meek, | disposed of, as to enlighten the dark minded, 
humble, self-denying religion of Jesus Christ ? | disseminate the Holy Scriptures, spread the 
I would here respectfully suggest, that these | glorious gospel throughout the world. Little 
questions will not be answered so faithfully in| do the inhabitants of a free Christian country, 
the midst of company, as when quite alone | know of the want an: distress, endured by the 
kneeling before God. | greater part of the inhabitants of the earth.— 

2. Consider the words of the apostle quoted | Still less idea can they form of the awful dark- 
above from 1 Tim. ii. 9:—“I will also that wo- | ness, which rests upon the great mass of man- 
men adorn themselves in modest apparel, with | kind, in regard to spiritual things. During the 





shamefacedness, and sobriety, not with broidered 
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array.” Ido not 
quote a similar command recorded in 1 Peter, 
iii. 3, because the verbal construction is not 
quite so definite, though the import of the two 
passages isthe same. But cannot the force of 
these passages be evaded? Yes, and nearly 
every command in Scripture can be evaded, 
and every doctrinal assertion perverted, plausi- 
bly and handsomely, if we set about it in good 
earnest. But preserving the posture above al- 





years that you have been wearing these useless 
ornaments, how many have languished and 
groaned on beds of abject wretchedness! How 
many children have been bred up in the black- 
est ignorance, hardened in all manner of in- 
iquity! How many immortal souls have gone 
down to bell with a lie in their right hand, hav- 
ing never heard of the true God and the only 
Saviour !—Some of these miseries might have 
been mitigated ; some poor wretch have felt his 


pain relieved ; some widow’s beart been made * 




















to sing for joy ; some helpless orphan hac been 
rescued from hardened depravity, and trained 
-up for a happy life here and hereafter. Some, 
yea many precious souls might have been re- 
deemed from the quenchless fires of hell, 
‘where now they must lie and suffer to all eter- 
mity, had you not been afraid of being thought 
unfashionable, and not “ like other folks!” had 
you not adorning your persons, and 
cherishing the sweet seductive feelings of vanity 
and pride! 

O Christian sister, believer in God, in Christ, 
in an eternal heaven and an eternal hell! and 
can you hesitate and ask what you shall do? 
Bedew those ornaments with the tears of con- 
trition ; consecrate them to the cause of chari- 
yr hens them on the cross of your dying 

rd. Delay not an instant. Hasten, with all 
your might, if not to make reparation for the 
peat at least to prevent a continuance of the evil 

future. And be not content with individual 
exertion. Remember that union is strength. 
Take an example from the Temperance Soci- 
eties, which are rising in their might, and 


| ——~#escuing a nation from, the brink of destruct- 


n. 

Unite, Christian sisters, of all denominations, 
and make an effort to rescue the Church of God, 
from the insidious attacks of an enemy, which 
is devouring her very vitals. Asa counter part 
to the societies just mentioned, may I respect- 
— | suggest that Plain Dress Socielies be for- 

in every city and village throughout the 
land, recognizing two fundamental principles, 
—the one oe on 1 Tim. ii. 9—all ornaments 
and cosily dress to be disused; the other on 
the law of general benevolence,—the avails of 
such — , and the 7 s resulling from the 
Plain Dress m to voled to purposes of 
harily. bien! rules in regard to dress, 
and some general objects of charity may be 
easily ascertained and settled. Minor points 
must, of course, be left to the conscience of each 
individual.—Yet free discussion will throw light 
on maby points at first obscure. Be not deter- 
ged by the suggestion, that in such discussions, 
you are conversant about small things. Great, 
things depend on small ; and in that case things 
which appear small to short-sighted man, are 
great in the sight of God. Many there are, 
who praise the principle of self-denial in gener- 
al, and condemn it in all its particular applica- 
tions, as too minute, scrupulous and severe. 
Satan is well aware that if he can secure the 
minute units, the sum total will be his own. 
Thick not any thing small, which may have a 
bearing upon the kingdom of Christ, and upon 
the destinies of eternity. How easy to conceive, 
from many known events, that the single fact 
of a lady’s divesting herself of a necklace, for 
Christ’s sake, may involve consequences, which 
shall be felt in the remotest part of the earth, 
and in all future generations to the end of time ; 
ba stretch away into a boundless eternity, and 

a subject of praise, millions of ages, after this 
world and all its ornaments are burnt up. 

Beware of another suggestion made by weak 
and erring souls, who will tell you that there is 
more danger of being proud of plain dress and 
other es of self-denial, than of fashionable 
attire and self-indulgence. Be not ensnared by 


Methodist Missions. 
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this last, most finished, most insidious device of 
the greatenemy. Rather believe, that He, who 
enables you to make a sacrifice, is able to keep 
you from being proud of it. Believe that he 
will kindly permit such occasions of mortifica- 
tion and shame, as will preserve you from the 
evil threatened. The severest part of self-denial 
consists in the encountering disapprobation, the 
envy, the hatred of one’s dearest friends. All who 
enter the strait and narrow path in good ear- 
nest, soon find themselves in a climate extreme- 
ly uncongenial to the growth of pride. 

The gay and fashionable will, in many cases, 
be the last to engage in this holy undertaking. 
But let none be discouraged on that account. 
Christ has seldom honoured the leaders of 
worldly fashion, by appointing them leaders in 
his cause. Fix it in your hearts, that in this 
warfare, the Lord Jesus Christ expects every wo- 
man to do her duty! There is probably not one 
in the humblest walks of life, but would, on 
strict examination, find some article, which 
might be dispensed with, for purposes of chari- 
ty and ought to be dispensed with in compliance 
wh the apostolic command.—Wait not, there- 
fore, for the fashionable to set an example ; wait 
not for one another ; listen not to the news from 
the next town; but let every individual go forward, 
regardless of reproach, featless of consequences. 
The eye of Christ is upon you. Death is has- 
tening to strip you of your ornaments, and to 
turn your fair lone into corruption and dust. 
Many of those for whom this letter is designed, 
will be laid in the grave, before it can ever reach 
their eyes. We shall all soon appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, to be tried for our 
conduct, and receive for the things done in the 
body. When placed before that awful bar, in 
the presence of that Being, whose eyes are as @ 
flame of fire, and whose irrevocable fiat will fix 
you for ever in heaven or in hell, and mete out 
the measure of your everlasting pleasures and 
pains, what course will you wish you had taken? 
Will you then wish, that in defiance of his au- 
thority, you had adorned your mortal bodies 
with gold and precious stones and costly attire, 
cherishing self-love, and vanity and pride? Or 
will you wish, that you had chosen a life of self- 
denial, renounced the world, taken up the cross 
daily and followed him? And as you will then 
wish you had done, DO NOW. 

Your affectionate brother in Christ, 

Maulmien. Oct, 1831. A. JUDSON. 


METHODIST MISSIONS. 


From the thirteenth Annual Report we make 
the following abstract. 


Aboriginal missions in the United states and Ter- 
rilories. 


1. The Wyandot mission has been somewhat 
agitated during the year with the spirit of re- 
moval to the west of the Mississippi, which has 
in some measure checked the progress of im- 
provements among them, and will ee con- 
tinue to do so. There are, however, still em- 
ployed in this mission, two missionaries, who 
have the charge of four hundred and seventy- 
seven Church members; namely, two hundred 
and forty-six Indians, and two hundred and thir- 
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-one whites, and two teachers who have un- 

their care thirty-five Indian youth. 

2. The Cherokee mission still suffers from the 
unsettled state of the nation. The operation of 
the laws of Georgia has had a very unfavorable 
effect upon the religious improvement of those 
societies which are within the limits of that state, 
and indeed seems to threaten to put a stop to 
the progress of the gospel among them. The 
three circuits without the bounds of the char- 
tered limits of Georgia are more prosperous, 
and abundantly reward the labor of the mis- 
sionary for their toil and privations. There are 

et employed on this mission, including three 
interpreters, twelve missionaries, and five school 
teachers. These have the charge of eight hun- 
dred and fifty-five Church members, and about 
one hundred children are in the schools. 

3. The Choctaws are generally removed, or 
are removing, to the western wilderness. Al- 
ready about six thousand have reached their 
future residence west of the Mississippi; and 
the Rev. Alexander Talley, who has nobly stood 
by them in all their troubles, and evinced his 
devotedness to the work of Indian improve- 
ment, has accompanied them to their new home, 
and is now consecrating his time and talents to 

romote their temporal and spiritual welfare. 

Jere he has collected about five hundred mem- 
bers of the Church from among the emigrants, 
who appear to retain their piety and zeal. 

As it is stated that most of those who had 
been turned out of the way have been reclaim- 
ed, we may be safe in estimating them at not 
a less number than last year, namely, about four 
thousand. 

The mission at Oneida is still advancing in 
usefulness. It has been aided during the past 
year by the labors of one of the native preach- 
ers from the Mohawk mission in Upper Cana- 
da, who has been able to speak to his brethren 
io their own language. Such is the general 
seriousness throughout the nation that the use 
of ardent spirits is almost banished from among 
them; and the school is increasing in number 
and usefulness. There are here one hundred 
and sixty members of the church, and one hun- 
dred and fifteen scholars. 

Among the Onondagas, which are included 
in this mission, there has recently been a prom- 
ising revival of religion. The exact number 
brought under religious influence in this gra- 
cious work has not been ascertained. But it is 
thought the whole number of native converts, 
including the Oneidas and Onondagas, cannot 
be less than two hundred. 

5. The report from the Shawnee mission 
states that, although these natives had never 
heard the voice of a Christian missionary until 
last spring, they manifest a teachable disposition 
and have ulready resolved to abandon the hun- 
ter state, and to endeavor to cultivate the arts 
of civilized life. A school, consisting of about 
twenty children, has been commenced ; and al- 
théugh a competent interpreter has not been 
procured, soine of these natives appear attentive 
to religious instruction, and manifest a serious 
desire to learn more of the Christian doctrine. 

6. The Kanzas mission, though but recently 
commenced, promises much usefulness to a 
tribe of Indians, consisting of about nine thou- 
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sand souls.—The missionary has succeeded in 
opening a school for the benefit of children and 
youth, and those who have attended appear to 
learn with facility. 

These are all the aboriginal missions within 
the United States and territories, of which the 
board have received any particular information, 
New openings, however, are almost continually 
presenting themselves among the various tribes 
in the exterior parts of the white settlements, 
and even in the interior of the wilderness. From 
the journal of a missionary tour performed last 
year by John Sunday, a native preacher belong- 
ing to the Canada missions, among some tribes 
in the vicinity of Lake Huron, it appears that 
encouraging prospects are opening in that vast 
wilderness for planting the Gospel of Christ. 
Nothing is wanting but men of the right stamp, 
to penetrate these forests, in order to carry the 
glad tidings of salvation to these lost sheep, and 
enable us to extend our line of missionary ope- 
rations across the Rocky mountains even to the 
Pacific Ocean. Who will rise up and say, Here 
am I, send me? Who will follow the a of 
the self-denying and intrepid Talley hie 
associates, in order to rescue these degene- 
rate sons of Paganism from their degradation, 
and exalt them to the height of pure reli- 
gious enjoyment? The managers, relying up- 
on that munificent Providence which has so 
amply supported and directed them heretofore, 
confidently. pledge the requisite funds whenev- 
er the men shall be found who are actuated by 
such a spirit of self-denial and Christian enter- 

rise, 
; There are now nine missionary stations a- 
mong the natives of Upper Canada, all of which 
according to the last report of tne Canada Con. 


Missionary Society, are ina state. 
These are located > Gra Island. River Cred- 
it, Lake Simcoe, Rice Lake, Grand River, Ma- 
jedusk, seneay Town, Carnard, and Bay of 
Quintin, in each of which there is a missiona- 
ry and a school teacher. Mackinaw and See- 
geeng have also been occasionally visited by 
some native teachers. In all these several 

ces Christian instruction is given to about two 
thousand adult Indians, and to not Jess than 
four hundred youth in eleven schools. 

are in the Communion of the Church in these 
several stations, one thousand one hundred 
thirty six, one hundred and fifty of whom can 
read in the New Testament. 

If we add those in Upper Canada to the num- 
bers before cuummeened in the United States, 
the whole number in the communion of the 
church will be eleven thousand four hundred 
and thirty one; namely, six thousand seven 
hundred fifty-seven Indians, and four thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-four whites and col- 
ored ; showing an increase of one four 
hundred and forty during the past year. The 
smallness of this increase is doubtless owing to 
the unsettled, and in some instances distrac 
state of many of the Indian tribes in the Uni- 
ted States, respecting their removal to the west. 


THE DYING APPEAL OF MR. CORNELIUS. 


The Boston Recorder contains the following 
outline of a sermon on missions prepared by 
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Mr. Cornelius a few weeks before his death ; 

and preached in a number of churches in and 

near Boston, with happy effects. 
SERMON. 


JereMiH, ix. ].—Oh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain of the daughter 
of my people ! 

As the salvation of the soul affords the great- 
est cause for joy, so its loss is reason for the 
deepest lamentation. 

he text, though it may be supposed to have 
some respect to the temporal calamities of the 
Jews, relates chiefly to those spiritual and eter- 
nal miseries which their sins bronght upon 
them. It may be regarded as a lamentation 
ever lost souls. On this subject, good men in 
every age feel alike. You, my brethren, if you 
have hearts of christian tenderness, and have 
learned to feel another’s woe, will weep as Jer- 
emiah did, when you contemplate its loss.— 
When you look around on this congregation, 
and think how many there probably are, in this 
house; who, if they should die this moment, 
just as they are, would be eternally lost, and 
this notwithstanding all that has been done to 
rescue them, can you help feeling? When 


_you count up the thousands in this city, and 


consider what a vast majority are living with- 
out God and without hope, and especially when 
you look through this nation, and remember 
that not one in ten of its inhabitants professes 
ever to have received the Saviour of lost men, 
does not your bursting heart seek to give vent 
to its sorrow in the strains which Jeremiah 
used, and exclaim, Ob that my head were wa- 
ters! 

No matter where this ruin takes place. It 
may be the ruin of a Hotenttot or a slave, of 
an Indian or an European, of a peasant or a 

ince, of an ignorant man or a philosopher, it 
is the ruin of the soul, the immortal soul, and 
affords just ground for lamentation. 

How great then is the cause for lamentation 
when this ruin is multiplied by thousands and 
millions, and extended from generation to gen- 
eration. Then it is that the measure of grief 
becomes full, and the heart is stricken with an- 
guish. And it shall be when they say unto 
thee, Wherefore sighest thou? that thou shalt 
answer, for the tidings. Oh! yes, the tidings 
of souls lost, lost forever! This is reason 
enough. 

I propose to apply the text to the condition 
and prospects of the heathen, and to show that 
the loss of souls among them is cause of the 
deepest lamentation to Christians, and ouglit 
to arouse them to immediate and vastly increas- 
ed efforts to promote their salvation. 

But lest false hopes concerning the prospects 
of the heathen should repress our sympathy 
and paralize our efforts, it is of the greatest im- 

nee that the truth on this subject be told, 
and told plainly, Iremark, therefore, that there 
is convincing reason to conclude that the hea- 
then perish forever. 

[ know there are those who not only doubt 
but deny this. But who are they’ With scarce 
an exception they are those who doubt or deny 
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that any are lost, But what are the views 
which the Bible gives on this most solemn sub- 
ject? ‘The principles and facts which it lays 


-| down are few and simple. The soul that sin- 


neth, it shall die. But the heathen have sin- 
ned. Read Romans 1. Read all history.— 
Without holiness no mansh al! see the Lord. Are 
the heathen holy ? Except ye repent ye shall 
all likewise perish. Do the heathen give any 
evidence of true repentance? Except a man 
be born again he cannot enter the kingdom of 
God. The apostles considered the heathen as 
in a state of hopeless ruin without the gospel. 
For there is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be saved. 
Neither is there salvation in any other. The 
Saviour did not consider their condition safe, 
else why command, Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

No, brethren, the whole world lieth in wick- 
edness, and without Christ must sink into hell. 
{ do not say there are no exceptions. It is the 
appalling truth on this subject, that renders the 
text appropriate. 

It may be useful to state some of the grounds 
of this lamentation as applied to the heathen. 

The ruin is enapealitiiy great. Estimate it 
by the worth of only one soul. Some of the 
considerations which show this, are its eleva- 
ted rank in creation; capacities for enjoyment 
and suffering ; capacity for progressive happi- 
ness and woe; endless duration; price paid 
for its redemption. Ask the Saviour in the 
garden, on the cross, how much one soul is 
worth. Such the worth of one soul. Measure 
now its loss. 

But again ;—this ruin, vast as it is, is extend- 
ed and multiplied in regard to the heathen, al- 
most beyond calculation. Consider their num- 
ber,—almost 500,000,000. All these die in 30 
years. Follow them, my brethren, and ask 
where do they go? But this is not all. We 
have spoken of one generation. Sixty genera- 
tions have fled since the Saviour’s command 
was given. Oh! who can think of it without 
dismay! Who can compute the souls lost ?>— 
The very greatness of the ruin prevents our 
minds from receiving distinct impressions.— 
We must descend to particulars. Think, then, 
hew many heathen die in one year, Were 
every inhabitant of the United States to be 
struck dead this year, it would not be as great 
a mortality as will take place in the heathen 
world this year. When you leave this house, 
and when you awake in the morning, when 
you come to the table of your Redeemer, and 
commemorate his dying love, whatjif at all 
these seasons you had witnessed the long fu- 
neral procession of 3,000,000, or 1,500,000 
souls, and remembered that they bad died with- 
out the gospel? Would you notcry out in an 
agony, “Oh! that my head were waters and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears?” 

Another ground of lamentation is, that their 
ruin, great as it is, is unnecessary. Were this 
city to be laid in ashes in consequence of some 
great neglect to extinguish the flames when 
they were under control, how would it aggra- 
vate the calamity? Were a remedy known 





and provided for that raging pestilence which 
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has swept 50,000,000 of human beings from 
the earth in ten years, how*it would aggravate 
all our feelings! So of the heathen. A rem- 


Christ has tasted death for every man. His 
blood cleanseth from all sin, Christ is the pro- 
itiation for our sin, and not for ours only, but 
‘or the sins of the whole worlc. Bread enough. 
Room enough. 
Another ground of lamentation is, that this 
neglect to apply the remedy is in disobedience 
to the command of Christ. Had the command 
been obeyed, what a difference in the state and 
rospects of millions of souls for eternity! Oh! 
Low many had been lifting their voices before 
the throne of glory, who are now lifting them 
up in despair! 

But our lamentation cannot alter the destiny 
of those who have already entered on the ret- 
ributions of eternity. No, the 20,000,000 who 
fled last year will never be the better for our 
present tears. But there are other millions 
who are rapidly following them. Let us hasten 
to their relief. Shall not the churches of this 
favored land now come forward to this work 
with new energy? Shall they not now show 
the heathen that they are in earnest? Menare 
coming forward for this service in greater num- 
bers than ever befure, and more will come if the 
church prays and labors. But I must not close 
without reducing what is proposed to distinct 
heads. 

Resolve that you will live in reference to this 
end. 

Increase in holiness. Every advance you 
make will benefit-the heathen. 

Make conscience of informing yourself fully 
in respect to the wants of the heathen. 

Be willing to make sacrifices. 

Do what you can to get every man, woman, 
and child, to give something, at least once in a 

ar. 
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Repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ: 
If | were addressing one whose mind was whol- 
ly unsophisticated, I should be understood. My 
language would, as it did in the mouth of the a- 
postles, convey an idea of something to be done; 
which, were I addressing a deeply serious in- 
quirer, would, probably, be done at the time, 
and which when done, would be conversion. 

But if the views of my inquirer were such, 
on the subjectjof depravity and dependence, as 
almost or quite to neutralize the motives of the 
gospel urging to an immediate compliance with 
the conditions of salvation; if the terms, re- 
pentance, faith in Christ, love to God, &c. were to 
his mind inyolved in mystery; and if, as a con- 
sequence, his reply to my directions was, what 
is so often made—“I cannot repent; I cannot 
love God; I] should telljhim he could; and then 
tell him how. 1 should tell him, the reason why 
he supposed he could not repent, probably was, 
that he did not include in the term repentance 
all which the bible did; that he understood by 
it only the feeling or emotion of sorrow; while 
the bible included with this a purpose also of 
reformation, #ravoim, (a change of mind or pur- 
pose.) 

I would then aim to bring him to the volun- 
tary act of submitting to God, i. e. to abandon 
this purpose of self-control, which bad hitherto 
given character to his conduct, and form the 
purpose of unreserved obedience to the will of 
God in future. I would explain to him the rea- 
sons of doing this, and in such a manner as to 
divest the subject of all mystery. All the rea- 
sons why a child should obey his parent, viz. on 
the one hand, his own ignorance, and on the 
other the wisdom and benevolence of the pa- 
rent, may be assigned in bis relations to God, 
as motives urging him to abandon the unduti- 
ful purpose of self-control, and submit unreser- 
vedly to the direction of infinite wisdom and 
benevolence. And I would urge upon him the 





Pray more. 

Encouragements many.—Word of God.— 
Signs of the times.— Facilities.—Success. 

Motives.—Life short.—Eternity near. 

One thought—take care not to lose your own 
soul. 











DIRECTIONS TO THE IMPENITENT. 


My object now is, to “ write down the direc- 
tions themselves,” which I give to sinners in 
directing them quite to Christ; and it is to me 
a task at once pleasant and solemn; connected 
as it is with some of the most interesting asso- 
ciations that my history can furnish. No re- 
collections so solemnize, and at the same time 
so gladden my spirit, as those of the inquiry 
room. And if there be a question which ina 
peculiar manner, should be discussed with in- 
tense solicitude to know whatis truth; and also 
with christian affection; it is that which re- 
lates to the directions proper to be given to en- 
quirers—to those whose minds, then plastic, are 
to be moulded for eternity. 

As directions, which, if followed, would con- 


importance of doing it, by representing it to him 
as the hinge upon which every thing ious 
and desirable in religion depended. For, this 
done, and he would find himself the subject of 
a class of feelings towards God altogether new 
and peculiar.—This done, and he would find 
himself able to repent, (understanding by the 
term, the feeling of sorrow, the only idea im- 
plied by it in his plea of inability.) This done, 
and he would love Ged. This done, and he 
would perceive an excellence and an adaptation 
to his wants, in Christ as a Saviour. 

I have sometimes, in the inquiry room, illug- 
trated the preceding «directions and principles, 
by the case of an undatiful child, who becomes 
at length reconciled to his parent. The child 
acting on the principles of self-control, refuses 
obedience to commands enforced by parental 
authority. The parties, of course, are pow at 
variance, the purposes of each being opposed 
to those of the other. The parent disapprayes 
and frowns, yet urges his claims. Hostility is 
kindled in the bosom of the child; and so long 
as he cherishes the purpose of disobedience, 
their hostility will increase ir proportion to the 
power with which parents claims are urged. 
But at length, subdued by punishment or some 
other means, the child rushes to his father’s 





duct a sinner “quite” to Christ, 1 should say, 


arms, weeps over his disobedience, begs to be 
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forgiven, confides, loves, and becomes again an 
object of parental complacence, 
ow every one in analysing the mental pro- 
cess in the case of this child, would make the 
turning point in the change that occurred, to be 
relinquishing the purpose to disobey, and at 
the same time proposing to obey, So long as 
the child persisted in his purpose to violate pa- 
rental authority, there could be no sorrow for 
the ‘past, no love, no complacence, and no rec- 
onciliation. But the moment that purpose was 
abandoned, and the child had submitted, the 
ground of hostility was removed. The child 
now contemplates the character of the parent 
with complacence. He could now feel, what 
he knew, how worthy that parent was 
of his confidence and love. He could now feel 
what also he knew before, how wrong was dis- 
obedience. In the econduet of this child, we 
see illustrated to some extent, from the analogy 
of the two cases, the relation which a volunta- 
ry act of submission to God sustains to other 
mental phenomenon commonly comprehended 
in conversion. We see it to be the hinge apon 
which all is made to turn. 

If the preceding remarks he true, there is no 
mystery in conversion. All is'plain intelligible 
matter of fact. Of course I refer not now to 
the method of the Spirit’s operation. I speak 
of what the sinner must do to be saved. Eve- 
ry thing which it is his duty to do, he can be 
told how todo. And when it is done, he can 
tell how he did it; i. e. he can, if he be accus- 
tomed to notice and give names to the opera- 
tions of hisown mind. There is nothing in the 
nature of the case which forbids it. And the 
fact that the persons who have been taught that 
conversion is a mystery, and whose wills sub- 
jected to such a discipline as the venerable Stod- 
dard prescribes, have been battered down, ra- 
ther than surrendered, and who, waudering a- 
bout in the dismal regions of “ waiting” and 
“ pers@vering,” have as it were stumbled into 
the kingdom of heaven by some unconscious 
way; I say, the fact that such persons cannot 
givera particular account of the order or char- 
acter of their mental exercises at conversion, 
does not militate against the doctrine that con- 
version in its nature is something intelligible. 
Let me not be considered as treating this sub- 
ject other than seriously. It is associated in 
my mind with recollections and present convic- 
tions which forbid that. But comparisons like 
the above have often occurred to me, when rea- 
ding or listening to directions to inquirers, the 
only effect of which was to distress them, en- 
velope them in mist, and perhaps convey to their 
minds some vague notions of something that 
related to what was itself a mystery. 

There is no subject about which a minister 
of the gospel should feel a deeper interest, or 
over which he should offer more fervent and 
anxious prayers, than the one under consiera- 
tion. To mistake here, is to mistake for all. It 
matters not that we have taught our hearers 

y of the truths of the bible, or even that we 
have awakened in their minds the deepest so- 
licitude on the subject of their salvation, if fi- 
nally we direct them not through the “strait 
gate.” Ibelieve with Stoddard, that “ multi- 
tudes of souls perish through the ignorance of 
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those who should guide them in the way to hea- 
ven,” and I tremble in view of it. I tremble 
for myself and my brethren in the ministry. It 
does appear to me, that ministers of the gospel 
and some in our immediate vicinity, have much 
to learn on thig subject, before they are prepar- 
ed to labor successfully in those revivals with 
which God is blessing us. They must direct 
inquiring sinners with more of the simplicity 
of apostolic preaching. All the mystery that is 
supposed to belong to practical religion, and in 
the darkness of which many sinners, it is to be 
feared, wander down to perdition, has been 
thrown around it by the philosophy, falsely so 
called, of uninspired men. None of it belong- 
ed to apostolic preaching. Sinners never com- 
plained that they could not understand the di- 
rections given them by the apostles. They ask- 
ed what they must do to be saved; were told, 
and did it on the spot. Every minister of the 
gospel should aim at similar results now. He 
should aim to convict his hearers, as deeply as 
did the apostles, of their guilt, and must do it 
in the same way. He must not only tell men 
that they are sinners, with the meaning that is 
sometitnes attached to the word, but must make 
them so understand how they are sinners, that 
they shall feel it, viz. not by some mysterious 
identity with Adam, or some more mysterious 
imputation of bis guilt, or still more mysterious 
transmission of pollution ; but by their own yol- 
untary act. As such—as sinners in this only 
true sense of the word, he must call upon them 
in God’s name to repent. If explanation be 
needed, give it. But require of them immedi- 
ately to repent, and that without asking in which 
scale “ the greatest apparent good” lies; wheth- 
er in favor or against obedience. As moral a- 
gents, they can and must repent. Thus Peter 
preached on the day of Pentecost. Thus min- 
isters should preach now ; and were they all to 
do it, 1 believe conversions would be greatly 
multiplied. 

What I have said is entirely consistent with 
the necessity of the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, to secure the certainty of the sinner’s 
conversion. No man believes in that necessity 
more fully than myself. But the Spirit operates 
without the least infringement upon the laws of 
moral agency. We are, therefore, to study the 
moral process implied in conversion, for the pur- 
pose of aiding the sinner, by our instructions, 
in accomplishing it, as much as-if there were 
no Holy Ghost; as much as if all depended on 
moral “ suasion.” 

It is unnecessary here to spend any time in 
showing, that the instructions I should give to 
sinners, would imply “something not to be 
found in Stoddard’s Guide ;” and also that they 
would not imply many things found there. 

A PASTOR. 


Evils.—Among the evils which the wicked 
have pointed out, as flowing necessarily, in their 
opinion, from protracted seasons of worship, we 
might have expected to see one, that has, so far 
as we know, been generally left out of the cat- 
alogue. It is this—want of steady, vigorous, 
persevering activity in the cause of Christ.— 
The fact, that in a few short days of a protrace 
ted meeting, as many souls are often converted 
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as used to be in a long revival, without the 
adoption of such a measure, seems calculated 
to lead us to look to the measure itself, more 
than to the Being who blesses it; and conse- 
ly to regulate our active exertions almost 
exclusively by present appearances. 

Christians who labor incessantly during the 
few days of overpoweringinterest, are not un- 
frequently the first to fall into the snare. The 
battle, they seem to think, is over for the pres- 
ent; and now they may stand still, count the 
spoil, and rejoice over the trophies. If any one, 
in process of time, admonishes them of inactiv- 
ity, they are ready enough to confess. That is 
a thing of course. All are to blame, All ought 
to reform; but, here we are met with the inqui- 
ry, “ Had we not better appoint another pro- 
tracted meeting, by and by, when the hurrying 
time of business shall be over?” The idea of 
another such season, when they intend laboring 
as for lives, serves as a cloak for present delin- 
queccy 5 and perhaps in some cases, even leads 

e individual to rush into business with great- 
er eagerness than ever. We all condemn the 
practice of living on past experience; but wheth- 
er it may not be equally preposterous thus to 
live on experience which is yet o come, is a ques- 
tion of no small importance. 

At this season of the year, and amid the gen- 
eral rush of business, there is infinite danger 
that the interests of souls will be forgotten.— 
This woukl be more tolerable, if mean while 
eee stop dying, and men would stop 

ing themselves in iniquity. If the wheels 
of time would wait for us to plunge headlong 
into business, and stay there entangled, till we 
get ready to wade out again, there might be 
some shadow of propriety in the course. But 
till then—till the fitful laborers of the vineyard 
can actually lay their strong hands upon the 
wheels of time, there is no cloak for the crime 
of periodical religious sloth. It is death to the 
interests of the church, and treachery to the 
cause of Christ. This subject in fact, has a wide 
application at the present time among the chur- 
ches. Let the brethren see to it, that infinite 
mischief does not ensue. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NCOW-HAVEN, MAY 26, 1832. 














THE IMPRISONED MISSIONARIES. 


“ Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, 
he went into his house ; and, his windows being open in 
his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thauks be- 
fore his God, as he did aforetime. 

“ Then these men assembled, and found Daniel pray- 
ing and making supplication before his God. 

“ Then they came near, and spake before the king con- 
cerning the king's decree ; Hast thou not signed a decree, 
that every mao that shall ask a petition of any god or man 
within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall he cast into 
the den of hone? The king answered and said, ‘The 
thing is true according to the law of the Medes and Per- 
sians, which altereth not.” Daniel vi. 10, 11, 12. 


Now we do not wish that those who have imprison- 
ed Messers Worcester and Butler, should be cast into 
the den of lions, for we fear “they would break all 
their bones or ever they came to the bottom of the den.” 
But we think it would {be ‘an act of great mercy, if 
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some of their accusers, judges, and persecutors, were 
shut up im @ penitentiary or states prison, where these 
servants of the living God could instruct them in the 
principles of that religion, which has subdued the hard 
hearts of their fellow prisoners. 

Dr. Butler in a letter published in the Lowell Ob- 
server, dated Georgia Penitentiary, March 25th, says; 

“When we came here, the almost universal opimon 
among the convicts was, that no one could maintain a 
Christian character in the Penitentiary. And those 
who appeared very friendly towards us, said, that our 
attempts to instruct their fellow prisoners, was like 
casting pearls before swine. 

“ Profanity and filthy conversation were on the lips 


of every one. Our seasons of evening worship were 
e ly disturbed by talking and ing. Butnow 
ow changed! Comparatively s ing, there is but 


little profanity,—and our seasons of evening worship 
are now as solemn as the awakened werekip of the 
conference room. Those who said that a religi 
character could not be maintained here, stand 
though some of them revile. I believe it is a given 
oint, that here—even here! there is a revival of re- 
igion. But we feel it to be only the commencement 
one. Two weeksago Dr. Brown and Mr. Hoyt 

preached to us, and Dr. B. again the Tuesday morn- 
ing following. Much feeling was maanifested by the 
preacher and hearers. To-day a christian class was 
organized: not for Methodist, Presbyterian, or Ba 
tist purposes, but for the purpose of serving the lo 
All who were determined to serve the Lord were re 
quested to come forward and have their names regia» 
tered. Twenty five, including Mr. Worcester and 
myself, came ard, and there publicly Fin why 
serve the Lord. Others with deep feeling bone | 

inking they had not sufficiently considered sub. 
ject. individuals of that will probably be 
conversed with separately, and the feelings of each 
ascertained. Nearly one-third of the convicts 
to this class. Surely itis a day of wonders. The 


can bring good out of evil, light out of darkness, make 
the wrath of man to praise him, and restrain the re: 
mainder.” 


In another letter written after the mandate.of the 
Supreme Court had been received and disregarded by 
the Court in Georgia, Dr. Butler writes; 

“ Perhaps God in his mysterious Providence has a 
work for us to perform here in his cause before he can 
release us. It is good to be at his disposal. Our Bi- 
ble class is an interesting one, consisting of 13 mem- 
bers. The Sabbath school has not yet been organized. 
I must say, that in view of the work of God here, 
should feel it a trial to leave.” 


LETTER FROM MRS. WORCESTER. 


A correspondent, says the New York Observer, in 
Tennessee, has sent us the letter from Mrs. Worcester, 
which we give below, with the following explanati 
of the circumstances under which it was written. “ 
send you a copy of an interesting letter from Mrs, 
Worcester, addressed to the Rev. Mr. Copp, who ja 

astor of a flourishing congregation of Cumberland 
resbyterians in Winchester, Tenn. That congrega: 
tion for years has contributed liberally to the Foreign 
Mission cause, and lately, through their minister, ye- 
quested Mrs. Worcester and Mrs. Butler to come and 
spend the time until their husbands’ release, with 
It is in answer to this invitation, that Mrs, W.’s letter 
was written.” 
New-Ecuora, Cherokee Nation, April I2, 183]. 

Rev. and Dear Sir,—Your very friendly leer 
arrived seasonably, and would have received an 
immediate answer, had not some circumstan- 
ces rendered delay necessray. To you, and to 
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your congregation my deep sense of obligation 
for the christian kindness and sympathy which 
you and they have manifested in the generous 
offer made to myselfand Mrs. Butler. Noth- 
ing except the approbation of our own con- 
sciences, and of him who knoweth the se- 


crets of all hearts, can afford us greater con- 


solation, than the approbation and sympathy of 


christians. This serves to strengthen and en- 
courage to perseverance in that painfui course, 
the commencement of which, imperious duty 
seemed to require. In this as well as other re- 
spects, your letter was very cheering. Mr. 
Worcester, to whom I communicated your pro- 
posal, says, “ I am not worthy; far from heing 
worthy of the many and distingtished expres- 
sions of christian kindness which we receive. 
But the Judge will say to those who per- 
form such acts, in the last day, ‘Inasmuch 
as ye Cid it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren ye did it unto me.’ Yes, and tho’ I should 
fail in obtaining inthatday the reward for which 
I hope, yet those who have shown me kindness, 
supposing me to be one of Christ’s, on that 
account, will not therefore lose their reward.” 
Accept, dear sir, for yourself and your congre- 
gation, our united thanks, and the assurance of 
our mutual wishes that you may in no wise lose 
your reward. 
*. Soon after I received your letter, Mrs. Butler, 
who resides nearly forty miles distance from 
this place, visited us. She read your letter, and 
said she should endeavor to write you soon, 
She of course will give you particulars respect- 
ing herself and family. 

With regard to ourselves, at present some in- 
fluence is exerted here, which-we hope will be 
salutary in its effects upon the Cherokees, and 
we strongly desire that our labors may not be 
altogether interrupted among this people; but 
if they should be, and Mr. Worcester should be 
kept in confinement during the whole term of 
four years, the asylum which you offer would 
in all probability be truly acceptable. 

You have before this received the welcome 
intelligence that the Supreme Court has deci- 
ded in favor of the missionaries and Cherokees. 
This decision has been the occasion of much 
rejoicing in this vicinity, and I believe among 
the Cherokees generally. May it not with truth 
be added, that wherever these circumstances 
are known, “the righteous shall be glad in the 
Lord, and shall trust in him, and all the upright 
in heart shall glory.” 

Respecting the decision, Mr. Worcester, in a 
letter to me says, “ Thus are we declared by the 
highest judicial tribunal in our country, to be 
not 4 of any violation of our country’s 
laws. I trust that this decision will carry with 
it an influence which will determine decidedly 
in our favor the minds of many who have felt 
for us, but have not known enough of the laws 
to form an opinion whether or not we had pur- 
sued a legal course ; encourage the friends of 

usness, and turn the minds of many who 
have been led astray in their judgment.” 

After receiving this intelligence, I indulged 
some degree of hope that Mr. Worcester would 
be permitted to return immediately to his fami- 
ly and to his labors among the Cherokees. But 
Hie who is infinite in wisdom and goodness has 
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permitted those whose duty it is to liberate him 
and his companion in bonds, to retain them in 
confinement for a longer season. Judge Clay- 
ton’s successor refused to obey the mandate of 
the Supreme Court, and the papers were return- 
ed to Washington by mail. What the next 
step will be, or how soon our friends will be re- 
leased, I am not alle even to conjecture. 

When the missionaries were first imprisoned 
many influential clergymen in Georgia express- 
ed a fear that the course which they had taken, 
if persisted in, would lead to civil war, and on 
that account used every effort to persuade them 
to yield the contest, to accept of executive clem- 
ency, and remove out of the chartered limits of 
the state. The probable consequence of their 
remaining where they were, was urged as the 
strongest motive to induce them to recede from 
the ground which they had taken. But the 
missionaries, in the present case, felt that for 
thein to recede, would be to give their sanction 
to a direct violation of the law of God, and that 
they were not at liberty to let anticipated con- 
sequences influence their conduct. These ef- 
forts not producing the desired effect, the next 
attempt was to censure them publicly. Ata 
meeting of Hopewell Presbytery, a resolution 
was introduced di roving their course.— 
When the vote was a there was a tie, and 
the Moderator gave the casting vote against the 
resolution. Since the decision of the Supreme 
Court, the attempt to persuade them to leave 
the penitentiary and the Cherokee country, has 
been renewed; but as yet it has proved una- 
vailing. Many fear that a civil war will be the 
consequence of their remaining in the peniten- 
tiary. But may we not hope that God will save 
our country from such a calamity; and as he 
has thus tar favoured the cause of the poor 
and defenceless, so he will continue to favour 
t. 

It is a great consolation that the prayers of 
many Christians, throughout our land, are as- 
cending daily fur the Cherokees and their mis- 
sionaries. We are encouraged to hope that 
blessings will decend in answer to their prayers. 

As a nation, nothing short of the arm of Om- 
nipotence can save them (the Cherokees) from 
destruction. That this arm may be extended 
for their relief, and that the word of God may 
have free course and be glorified among them, 
will, we doubt not, be the earnest prayer of 
many who feel interested in their welfare. The 
cause of religion seems to be advancing. There 
is quite a demand for books in their own lan- 
guage, and parents are becoming more alive 
to the importance of having their children edu- 
cated. Suill, of a large majority among this 
people, it may be said, * Who hath believed our 
yeport, and to whom is the arm of the Lord re- 
vealed,” &e. © that those who labor for their 
spiritual good, may be more faithful, and that 
a larger number may be brought into the fold 
of Christ. 

With sentiments of gratitude and respect, I 
am sincerely yours, Ann O. Worcester. 


le 

The Presbylerians aud Congregationalists.— 
The “Standard” contains a memorial to the 
next General Assembly, of a very singular 
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into presbyterian churches, of doctrines at va- 
riance with ovr standards, the mutilation of our 
Confession of Faith, and the formation of new 
confessions, the introduction of a mixed and lax 
discipline, and the spread of the spirit of congre- 
gationalism through the whole church.” It goes 
on to say, “ . It is believed that these evils will 
increase, until the General Assembly shall dis- 
solve the union between congregationalist and 
presbyterian churches. and change their mode 
of correspondence. We therefore pray your 
reverend body, to dissolve said union, and 
change the correspondence with congregation- 
al bodies, from the personal to the epistolary 
mode.” 

Very well, brethren. If you are afraid to 
have us in'the same house with you, during 
your deliberations, we will stay away and write 
you leuers, We should like to know, however, 
whether we shall be permitted to visit Phliadel- 
phia during your sessions, or whether we are to 
consider tlie whole city, during that time, as 
under a tabu.— Vi. Chronicle. 

It is. well for the cause of religion that such 
narrow views, as are here mentioned, do not 
generally prevail in the churches. 

REVIVALS. 

Sault St. Marie, Michigan.—The following is 
an extract of a letter from Rev. Jeremiah Foster 
published in the last number of the Home Mis- 
sionary :— 

« There-is now an interesting religious ex- 
citement among the Indians. It is delightful to 
hear them pray, and sing the praise of God in 
their own language. The excitement began 
under the exhortations of John Sundy, a native, 
christianized and educated on Grape-Island, 
U.C. Mr. Bingham continues to labour faith- 
fully with them. Taere have been several in- 
teresting conversions. At the prayer meetings 
held for the good ef the natives, one of the la- 
dies ismy interpreter. I have thought often 
how happy Brainard would have been, if he had 
had suth facilities when he commenced his 
work. _Oh help me to praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and pray, and beg your friends to 
pray, that the Spirit may descend to make this 
a garden of the Lord, and that I may be a faith- 
ful labourer in it. 

“ My fellow-voyagers reported me as speak- 
ing French, so I oe tried to do something for 
the Catholics. About forty met me last Tues- 
day evening, when I read them a French tract, 
and a passage of scripture. They seem pleased 
and I shall continue the exercise, hoping the 
Lord may bless this simple means.” 


Newburyport.—The protracted meeting clos- 
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Blagden, Cleaveland, Badger, Cowles, and sev- 
eral other clergymen in our neighbourhood, 
preached. There was a vast amount of truth 
conveyed to the minds of crowded audiences, 
during every exercise, which continued four 
days. Andon the last it was difficult to gain 
admission into the church, so great was the 
crowd. And although the audience was so nu- 
merous, the utmost stillness was preserved. 
We understand hearly or quite three hundred 
inquirers gladly accepted the invitation to re- 
main for personal conversation on the two last 
days of the meeting.—.Vewburyport Herald. 


POETRY. 








— 








LINES—sy Joun Bowrixea. 


The silver chord in twain is snapped 
The golden bow] is broken— 

The mortal mould in darkness wrapped, 
The words funereal spoken : 

The tomb is built, or the rock is cleft, 
Or delved is the grassy clod, 

And what for mourning man is left? 
O what is lefi—but Gop! 


The tears are shed that mourned the dead, 
The flowers they wore are faded ; 

The twilight dun hath veiled the sun, 
And hope’s sweet dreamings shaded— 

And the thoughts of joy that were planted deep 
From our heart of hearts are riven; 

And what is left us when we weep? 
O what is left—buat Heaven? 





NOTICE. 
There will be a Protracted Meeting in Monroe, to 
commence on Tuesday, June 5th, at half past 10 
o’clock A. M. Ministers and members of churches in 
the neighboring towns are respectfully invited to at 
tend and assist in the services. 

DANIEL JONES. 
Monroe, May 21, 1832. 








“ Pray Mr. Abernethy, what is a cure for the gout?” 
—was the question ofan indolent and luxurious citizen. 
—‘ Live upon sixpence a day, and earn it!” was the 
pithy reply. 
Lelters received al the Office of the Religious Intelligen- 
cer during the week ending May 18, 1832. 


S. Pelton, Clarkstown N. Y.; S. Avery, Saugatuck, 
Ct; J. Taylor, Wyalusing, Pa.; D. H. Adgate, Ches- 
terfield N. N.; J. H. Warner, West Stockbridge; L. 
Parker, Baton Rogue, La. ; M. H. Brockway, Ham- 
burgh, Ct.; S.S. Horton, Southold, N. Y.; J. E. Con- 
dit, East Hampton, N. Y.; E. 8. Barnham, Florence, 
O.; T. Garfield, Lansingburgh, N. Y.; C. Ives, do.: 








ed in this town Saturday evening. Rev. Messrs. 


M. Hopkins, Gt. Barrington; Rev, 8. Merwin, Wilton. 
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